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Archbiſhopof CANTERBURT, 
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His Majeſty, 


Touching their not Diſtributing and Publiſhing 
THE LATE 


DECLARATION 


FOR 


Liberty of Conſcience. 


Vide, utrum Tunica filit tui (it, an non? Quam cum cognoviſſet pater, ait, 
Tunica filii mei eſt, fera peſſuma comedit eum, Gen, xxxvii. Ver. 32, 33. 


With Allowance. 
Loxdon, Printed by Henry Hills, Printer to the Kings Moſt Ex- 


cellent Majeſty, for His Houſhold and Chappel ; And are to be ſold 
at his Pcinting-houſe on the Dirch-ſide in Black: Friers, 1688, 
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AN 


ANSWER 


A Paper importing a Petition of 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Six other 
Biſhops, to His Majelty, &e. 


22==# OT to amuſe my Reader with any 

7 &)) Reaſons or Excuſe for this Underta- 

2 king. let this {uffice for both ; T hat 
ſeveral Copies of this Paper, inſtead 
of diſtributing His Majeſty's Decla- 
y. ration for Liberty of Conſcience ha. 

ving been privately diſpers*d thro? 
molt Counties of Ezgland, I thought it every mais 
Dury, and (among the reſt) mine, to undece-ve 
them who have not the ſame Brains, but more Ho. 
neſty and Loyalty, than thoſe thar ſent it, and be- 
ſtow ſome Ink upon the Tetter, that it ſpread no 
further. In order to which, and that every man 
may at once ſee the Whole before him, and thereby 
come 


(4) 
come to the truer Concluſion, I ſhall take my Riſe 
from the Occaſion of this Paper, and thence proceed 
to the Matter of it. Now the Occaſion was thus. 

His Majeſty finding it had been the frequent endea- 
vors of the four laſt Reigos to reduce this Kingdom 
to an exa&t Conformity in Religion, and: how little 
the Succeſs had anſ{wer'd the Deſign, bur rather de- 
ſtroy'd Trade, depopulated the Country, and dif- 
courag'd Strangers ; and being reſolv'd io eſtabliſh 
His Government on ſuch a Foundation as might 
make His SubjeQs happy, and unite them to Him by 
Inclination as well as Duty, on the 4th of .4pril, 
1687. iſſued His moſt Gracious Declaration for Li- 
berty of Conſcience, thereby declaring, That He 
will ProteCt and Maintain His Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 
and Clergy, and all other His SubjeQts of the Church 
of England, in the free Exerciſe of their Religion, 
and full Enjoyment of their Poſſeſſions and Proper- 
ties, as now Eſtabliſhed by Law, without any*Mo- 
leſtation, &c.——That all Execution of Penal Laws 
for matters Eccleſiaſtical , as Nonconformity, &c. 
ſhall be, and are thereby ſuſpended. —That all His 
SubjeQs have leave to Meet and Worſhip God in their 
own way, without diſturbance. —And foraſmuch as 
the benefit of the Service of His SubjeQts is by the 
Law of Nature inſeparably annex*d to, and inherent 
in His Royal Perſon, and that no one for the future 
may be under any Diſcouragemeat or Diſability, by 
realon of ſome Oaths or Teſts uſually adminifired - 
That no fuch Oaths or Teſts ſhall be hereafter requi- 
red of them; And that He would diſpenſe with 
them, &c. 

And becauſe ſeveral Endeavors had been made, to 
abuſe 
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abuſe the eaſineſs of the People, as if He might be 
perſuaded out of what He had ſo ſolemnly declared, 
His Majeſty, as well to ſtop the mouth of Gainſayers, 
as to ſhew his Intentions were not changed ſince the 
{aid 4th of <Apri, by a ſecond Declaration of the 
27th of Aprillaſt paſt, enforces and confirms the ſaid 
former Declaration,; conjures His loving Subje&s to 
lay aſide all private Animoſities and groundleſs Jea- 
louſies, and to chooſe ſuch Members of Parliament 
as may do their part to finiſh what he has begun, for 
the Advantage of the Monarchy/over which God hath 
plac'd Him, as being reſolyZd jto call a Parliament 
that ſhall meer in Novembernext at furtheſt. 

This Declaration was forthwith prifited, and by 
Order of Council required to be diſtributed, publiſh- 
ed, and read in the reſpeCtive Churches thro* the 
Kingdom : And in that it was not enjoyn'd to be read 
in any the Congregations thereby permitted, what 
greater Evidence can there be of His Majeſty's real 
Intentions to the Church of Exg/azd, when, how- 
ever He ſ{uffer'd others, He own'd not yet any Eſta- 
bliſh*d National Church but the Church of England? 
Upon this the enſuing Paper was on the 18th of May 
following ( between the hours of Nine and Ten at 
night) preſented to His Majeſty by the Six Biſhops 
the Subſcribers. 


To 
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To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
The humble Petition of William Archbiſhop of 


Canterbury, and of divers of the Suffragan 
Biſhops of the Province, now preſent with 
him, in behalf of chemſelves, and others of 
the'r abſent Brethren, and of the Clergy 
of their reſpetive Lioceles. 


Humbly ſheweth, 


Fat their great Averſeneſs they find in them- 

T ſelves to the Diſtribution and Publication in 
all their Churches of your Majeſties late De- 
elaration for Liberty of Conſcience, proceedeth 
neither from any want of Duty and Obedience to 
your Majeſty, our Holy Mother the Church of En- 
gland being both in her Principles, and conſtant 
Prattices, unqueſtionably Loyal, and having to her 
great Honor been more than once publickly *acknow- 
ledg'd to be ſo by your Majeſty ; nor yet from any. 
want of due tenderneſs to Dillenters : In relation to 
whom, they are willing to come to ſuch a Temper, as 
ſpall be thought fit, when that Matter ſhall be Con- 
ſider & and Setled in Parliament and Convocation. 
But among many other Conſiderations , from this 
eſpecially, becauſe the Deciaration # founded upon 


fuch 
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ſueb 4 Diſpthfing Power, as has been. often de- 


clar'd Wegal, in Parliament, and particularly in the 
Years 1662, 1672, and in the beginning of your 
| Majeſties Reign, and is a Matter of ſo great Mo. 
ment and Conſequence to the Whole Nation, both in 
Church and State; that your Petitioners cannot in | 
Prudence, Honor, and Conſcience, ſo far make them- | 
ſelves Parties to it, as the Diſtribution of it all over | 
the Nation, and Reading it, even in God's Houſe, 1 
and in the time of his Divine Service muſt amount 
to, in common and reaſonable Conſtru#tion. | 


Your Petitioners therefore moſt humbly and 
earneſtly beſeech your Majeſty, that you 
will be Graciouſly pleas'd not to inliſt upon 

| the Diſtribution and Reading your Maje. 


{ties Declaration. 


Canterbury. 
. St, Aſaph. Bath and Wells, 
C bike L Peterborough. 
Eh, Briſtol, 
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And herealſo for Methods-ſake; and before Icome 
to'the Matter of it, 1 hold it requiſite that' 1 ſpeak 
ſomewhat . to the i Perſons :the Subſcribers, and the 
Time of their Preſenting it. _ | 
"As tothe Firſt, the Holy Scripture ſtyles Biſhops, 
The Angels of their Churches ; 'And by the Common 
Law: of Exg/and the Archbiſhop of Canterbury is 

4f.;, Primus Pax. Angl: . The Biſhops, Lords Eccleſiaſti- 


 Hem.362: cal Secular, —and' Sit in Parliament Jure Epiſcope- 


25 E. 34c. 24. £5, Which they hold per Baroniam. The Statute 
CA (pro Chero) calls them Peers of the Realm. ——That 

'** of Queen Elizabeth, One of the greateſt States of the 
up. 134, Realm. They have Juriſdiftion in Eccleſiaſtical 


Cauſes, and are not bound to obey any Mandate but 
the King's : And by reaſon of all this, prelum'd to. 


have a more than ordinary Influence upon. the Peo. 
ple. . -Our Saviour calls his Diſtiples, The Salt, and 
Light of the World. And why ? But that they ſhould 
ſeaſon others with their DoEtrin, and guide them by 
their Example, into the way of Peace. His Name is, 
The Prince of Peace : His Sermon on the Mount was, 
The Goſpel of Peace : The Bleſſings in it, are to 
Ths' Poor in'Spiris, The Meek, The Merciful , The 
Peace-tmakers; &&, His Hife was one continued Pra- 


Riſe of it ; And his laſt Legacy t6 his Diſciples, was 


Peace. He gave to Ceſar the things that were Czſars ; 
and that Tribute, which yet was the produQ of an 
Abſolute Power, he not only paid it without diſpu- 
'ting the Authority, but commandedrt-to- others : 


And tho” the Imperial Power after his Death was of- 


the ſame Abſoluteneſs, yet St. Paul ſays not, the Se- 
nate had declar'd it Illegal, but calls it The Ordinance 
of God, and enjoyns SubjeCtion to it, What the 

» Apoltles 


(9) 
Apoſtles intheir dime were, the ſame ever, and. now 
challenge the Governorsot all Churches; - next, and 
under Kings,: they are inthe! ſtead of God to the 
People ; and where they make a falſe Step, what 
wonder if the unthinking People forget the Precept, 
and take after the Example ? They ſee nothing but 
(ſub imagine luſca) by twilight, and conceive accord- 
1ng to the colour of thoſe Rods are caſt before them ; 
They hear a noiſe, but know not whence it cometh, 
or whether it goeth, and run away the Cry, without 
ſo much as laying a Noſe to the Ground for't, What 
made the People ſet up Adoniah: againſt David's 
diſpoſition of the Crown to Solomon? - Abiathar the 
High Prieſt was in the Head of them. What made 
the Nobles break the Yoak ? The Prophets had 
Propheſi'd fallly, the Prieſts applauded it with their 
Hands, and a fooliſh People lov'd to have it ſo. Or 
what made the Fews who had ſo often acknowledg'd 
our Savior, turn head againſt him, and crucifie him ? 
The Chief Prieſts, the'Scribes and: Elders had poſe 
ſeſs?d the People, that the Romans would come, and 
takeaway their City. Thus we fee what Influence 
Great Men have upon. the heedleſs Multitude ;.-aad 
therefore how wary ought they to be, how they give 
them the'leaſt Example' of Diſobedience ; for it is 
ſeldom ſeen, but where the one Diſputes, the other 
Cavils; and where their: Leaders makebut a Shrug 
at the Governtnent, the:People think it high time to 
be Mendiag'it.: Our owrHiltoriesare'as one Exam- 
ple of it ; orif. they run narrow, Tacitze may be be- 
liev*d of his, Eran in Officio, qui mallent mandata Ini 
gerantium interpretari, quam exequs. . There were {ſaith 
th) Joe is Pomer, that were; more for Commenting, than 
oy # B 2 Extcue 


- 
s % 


jeRion, 


Executing the Empe 
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ror's 'Direttions. Norare Diſputes 
or Excuſes of leſs danger ; for it is a kind of ſhaking 


Lord Bacoa's Off the Yoke,and an Eſlay of Diſobedience ; eſpecially 
/ . Eflayof Sub- jf in thoſe Diſputings, they which are for the Dire. 


Qion ſpeak fearfully and tenderly, and thoſe that are 
againſt it, audaciouſly. And if by ſuch means a Fire 
break out inthe State, *twill want no Fuel, when *tis 
kindled from the Altar. 

And for the Time of their Preſenting it, I ſhall 
conſider it as it may reſpeCt the preſent Circumſtan- 
ces of the Kingdom, or. that half {cantling of time 
they gave his Majeſty to.conſ(ider of their Excuſes, 

As tothe former, the glut of Reformers in Edward 
the Sixth's time was great, and the Qualifications ſo 
indifferent, that the Church of Eng/azd has ever 
ſince labor*d under it, and the ſame Elements that 
compounded her, half deſtroy'd her : For as the Laws, 
not the Doftrin, brought them firſt together, they no 
ſooner found themſelves ftreightned inthe One, than 
they made it up with the Orher, and Themſelves 
ſomewhat in the Broils, that were otherwiſenothing 
in the Peace of the State. Theſe Humors, during 
Her, and King James's Reign, : lay fermenting in the 
Body,” but in his Son's broke out into a Peltilence, 
The Crown fell, the Church follow*d it, and the 
moſt diligent Enquirer might have ſought __ in 
her ſelf, yet aife'd her ; till at laſt it pleas'd Him, 


whoſe only. it is to till the raging; of the Sea, to ſay 
tothe Madneſs of the People; Huc »/que, nee ultra. 
His: late: Majeſty 'King Charts the. Second - was Ree 
Ktor!d ; and ſo little averſe were the Catholic Lords 
to the Church :of . Ezg/end, that their Votes, which 
otherwiſe might have kept them out, brought them 


—_ 


once more into the Houſe of Peers: nor were they 
ſcarce warm in their Seats, before the At of Uni- 
formity was paſs'd, and driven with that Violence, 
that it had like to have overturn'd all agen. The 
Diſſenters were not fit for Employ, they had Mony 
in their Purſes, and the World was wide enough : 
The Catholic Lords were leſs to be truſted, they 
cumber'd the Ground, and *twas but fit they were 
down : There remain'd nothing but to caſt out the 
Heir, and then the laheritance would be the eaſier 
divided. And here allo it pleay'd God to appear in 
the Mount : He pluck'd him out of the deep Waters, 
and ſet him on the Throne of his Anceſtors : And as 
khe<ame to the Crown thro? the greateſt of Difficul- 


ties, he has been preſerv'd in it by no leſs a Provi- 


dence. He ſtifl'd two Serpents in the Cradle of his 
Empire, and in a three-years Government conquer'd 
all Example, in His-own. And now, when our 
troubPd; Waters had begun to ſettle again, what 
need of whiſtling up the Winds for another Storm ? 
When the Wounds of the Kingdom. were almoſt 
clos'd, what Charity was it to unbind them too 
ſoon, or under pretence of eaſing the Patient, to ſet 
them bleeding afreſh? In a word, when the Brands 
of our late Rebellions lay ſmother'd in their almoſt 
forgotten Embers,,, what prudence was it ro rake 
them into another Flame ? I ſce little of the Dove 

init, and am loth to ſay, too much of the Serpent. 
And for that half ſcantling of time they gave his 
Majeſty to conſider of their Excnfes, it ſeems here al> 
ſo,that the Spirit of DireQion(like Baa in the Kzngs) 
was ſome way or other out of the way. The De- 
claration was no new thing, it had been ty 
re 
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the 4th of April 1687, and his Majeſty had receiv'd 
the general Acknowledgments of the Kingdom for 
it ; which argu'd their SatisfaQtion in it. The Corn 
was inthe Ground, and now, if ever, was the time to 
ſow Tares; and therefore, to prevent their choak- 
ing it, His Majeſty the 27th of April 1688, (which 
was one full year, and three weeks after) enforces 
his firſt Declaration, and commands it to be read in 
all Churches within Ten miles of Loxdon, on the 
20th and 27th of May, and in all other the Churches 
thro? the Country, on the 3d and roth of June fol. 
lowing ; time enough (one would think) to have 
conlider' the Matter, ſo as to have given the King 
ſome time to have advis'd. Whereas on the contrary, 
theFÞmake no ſcruple of it, till the 18th of May, about 
10 at _— and then ( the 19th being a Day ap- 
pointed for Hunting ) they preſent the Paper be- 
fore mention'd, as well knowing, that if his Majeſty 
had an Inclination of Countermanding his Declara- 
tion, he was ſo ſtraitned in time, that he could not do 
it, for it was to be read the Day after. And 
what can be rationally interpreted from it, but that 
they had been all that while numbring the People, to 
ſee whither the Party were ſtrong enough ? And TI 
am the rather inclin'd to it, for that ſince the time of 
the firſt Declaration, the Dofrin of Non-Reſitence 
has not been ſo much in Vogue, as it was formerly ; 
it would keep cold for another time, and 'to have 
p_ it now, who knows but 'the People might 
ave believd it? In ſhort, Nathas, Zadoc, Rc. had 
ſome pretence for oppoling Adeniah ; Me thy Sey. 
wants and Tadoc the Prieſt, he hath not called. So Core, 
Dathan, and Abiram, were Eccleſiaſtical Princes, and 
| thought 
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thought they might have as mnch right to Govern 
as Moſes : But when the Church of England ( found- 
ed on the Law of Exgland) acknowledges the Kin 
Supreme in all Cauſes; Themſelves, infra etatem, E Gln. 1. 7.61. 
in cuſtodis Domini Regis ; when the King by his De- 14% 4 5. 
claration has ſecur'd them in their Religion, Poſſeſfi. **” 
ons and _ and by vertue of his Royal Prero- 
gative(and for the Quiet of the Nation)only indulg*d 
it to others, (yet making no doubt of the Parliaments 
concurrence in it) is it juſt that Their Eye be evil, 
becauſe the K7z2g's is good ? or muſt the Kingdom of 
Heaven be contin'd to a Party ? I never heard that 
Diſobedience was any Qualification for it ; and there- 
fore, if they will not enter themſelves, why do 
they ſhut it againſt others, that would enter ? 

But perhaps the Petition ( if yet therecan be any 
reaſon for the breach of a Duty) may give us the 
reaſon of it. The Title ſays, In behalf of themſelves, 
and others of their abſent Brethren, and of the Clergy of 
their reſpettive Dioceſes, Which makes good what [ 
before hinted, that inſtead of Diſtributing and Pub. 
liſhing His Majeſty's Declaration to be read in their 
reſpe&ive Dioceſes, as in bounden Duty to their 
Supreme Ordinary the my they ought to have 
done ; and the Clergy, in reſpe& of their Canonical 
Obedience tothem, muſt have obey'd under the pain 
of Suſpenſion, and in'cafe of Contumacy of Depriva- 
tion.: they had been feeling the Pulſe of their Clergy, 
and finding little return from-them, but ſpeak, Lord, 
for thy Servant heareth., they concluded the Flock 
would follow the Shepherd; and conſequently, if 
the Party: were not ſtrong enough, the Multitude of 
che Offenders might make it diſpuniſhable ; whereas 

At 


ub, 


1 
- 


Duor dub, 
fol. 696. 
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it has been ſeen, that a Ferry-boat's taking in too 
many Paſſengers, to increaſe the Fare, has been of- 
ten the occaſion of linking all together. And if the 
Loyalty of the Church of Erglaxd receive any ble- 
mith by it, what can ſhe ſay, but that ſhe was wound- 
ed in the Houſe of her Friends ? For by the ſame 
Reaſon that a Metropolitan refuſes the InjunCtions of 
his Supreme Ordinary the King, by the ſame Reaſon 
may a Dioceſan refule his Mctropolitan, and every 
inferior Clergy-man his Dioceſan ; and when the 
Chain'is once broken, you may diſpoſe the Links as 
you pleaſe. 

But the Petition ſays, It was neither from any want 
of Duty and Obedience to His Majeſty. No? Then why 
was it not comply'd with? Shew me thy Faith by 
thy Works, ſaith St. James; nor will it be poſſible to 
clear that Son of Niſobedience, that ſaid I go, but 
went not. A Biſhop (as before) is not bound to 
obey any Mandate but the King's ; which Exception 
proves the Rule, and that he is inexcuſably _ 
to obey the King's : For all Biſhops are ſubjeCt to the 
Imperial Power, who is to be obey'd againſt the will 
of the Biſhop. Mauritizs the Emperor (ſays Bi- 
ſhop Taylor} commanded. St. Gregery to hand an un- 
lawful Edi to the Churches ; the Biſhop advis'd 
the Prince, that what he went about was a fin, did 
what he could. to have hinder'd it, and yet obey'd. 
It was the Caſe of Saul and Samuel! : The King delires 
Samuel to joyn with him in the Service of the Lord ; 
He, with the liberty of a Prophet, refus'd at firſt, 
but afterwards joyn'd with him : Wheretipon the 


ſaid Biſhop in the ſame place further ſays, That even 
the Unlawful Ediits of a Lawful Prince may be publiſhed 
b 


== 
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by the Clergy : How much more then thoſe that are 
Lawful? And that this Beclaration is ſuch, I ſhall 
ſhew preſently, when I come to ſpeak to their word 
Illegal. In ſhort, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury is Heoylin's Life 
Ordinary of the Court, and a Biſhop's private Opi- _ ——— 
nion may. be warrant enough for him to ſpeak when 
he is requir'd,' but.not toreprove a.Prince upon pre- 1 Putor 
tence of Duty. | "RIEL 
' Our Holy Mother the Church of England being both 
in her Principles and conſtant Prattiſ. unqueſtionably 
Loyal, Nor have they hitherto appear'd other ; and, 
it not Religion, moral Gratitude muſt have oblig'd 
them toit. Allthe Biſhoprics of Eng/and ( but Sodor 4 hp. 255. 
in Man, which was inſtituted by Pope Gregory the 
Fourth) are of the Foundation of the Kings of Exg- 1 p. g4, © 
land, and thoſe in Wales of the Prince of Wales : 57 
Nor is it Jeſs than reaſon, that they look up to the 
hand that fed them ; Or'ro whom more juſtly ought 
they have paid the Tribute of Obedience, than to 
Him that took them from the Flock, and ſate them 
among Princes ? In a word the late War was Bellum 
Epiſcopale ; and if King Charles the Firſt would have 
confirm'd the Sale of Church Lands, he had ſav'd 
Himſelf: And why then do they reproach the King 
His Son with their* Loyalty, when they inſtance the 
contrary in ſo ſmall a trial of that Obedience ; eſpe. 
cially when, were the matter doubtful, the Pre- 
ſumption were for Obedience, and even unjuſt Com- 
mands may be juſtly obey'd ? For as we fear the 
thing is unjuſt, ſo have we reaſon to fear the evil of 
Niſobedience, for weare ſurethat is evil ; and there- 
fore we are to change the Speculative Doubt into a 14. Du2. Pub, 
PraQtical Reſolution, and of two Doubts take the ſu. /- 1368 551% 
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9 Coke 68, 
10 Coke 70. 
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reft part, and that isto obey ; becauſe, in ſuch Ca- 
ſes, Reamfacit Superiorem, _—_— Imperandi ; inno- 
centem Subditum, ordo ſervienat : The Evil ( if there 
be any) is imputed to him that Commands, not 
him that Obeys, who is not his Prince's Judge, but 
Servant; and they that are under Authority are to 
Obey, not Diſpute ; nor ſhall any thing done by 
vertue thereof be ſaid tobe contre pacem, Davidcom- 
manded Joab to put,Uriah in the Head of the Battle, 
to the end that he might fall by the Enemy : Joab 
obeys ; Uriah is kild ; and yet not Jo«b, who might 
have prevented it, but David, who commanded it 
is charg*d with the Murther, Ina word, to pretend 
Loyalty for a common Principle, and yer make Diſ- 
puting and Diſobedience the PraCtice of it ; what is 
it, but a drawing near with the Mouth, when the 
Heart is fartheſt from it? 'The Voice ( perhaps ) 
may be the Voice of Jacob, but the Hands are the 
Hands of Eſas. | 

And having to her great Honor been more than once 
publickly acknowledg*d to be ſo by your Majefty. And do's 
his Majeſty leſs than acknow!edge it in this Declara- 
tion ? He has in the Word of a King ſecur'd to them 
their Religion , Polleſſhons and Properties; And 
why ? but to aſſure them, He repented not the 
CharaQter. And it was their Intereſt, if not Duty, 
to keepit up ; nay, the Honor of their Church de- 
pended on it, inaſmuch as Men value things, accor- 
ding to the preſent Good or Evil they do in the 
World; and what Advantage can that Religion 
give us to another Life, when it ſhall be found miſc 
chievous, or deſtruQve to this ? They have (I ſaid) 
the Word of a King tor their Security ; but if they 
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force him in his own defence, to ſecure apaialt it, 
whom can they blame but themſelves, who firſt made 
the Challenge ? Abiathar's Service to David, was 
acknowledg'd by Solomon, but when he once began 
to boggle, he forgave, but remov'd him. And our 
Biſhop Boner, tho? he gor his Biſhoprick by thwart- 
ing the Pope, yet he loft it agen by oppoſing the 
King, Ina word, The Holy Spirit in the Apocahps, 
acknowledges the good works of the Seven Churches 
of Afis, but bids ſome of them remember, whence 
they had falPn, and repent, and do the firſt works, 
or he would remove their Candleſtick. 

Nor yet from any want of due tenderneſs to Diſſen- 
gers, No? Why then have thoſe Penal Laws been 
exccuted with ſo much rigor againſt them ? Or why 
are they ſo averſe from having them eas'd at pre- 
ſent ? What brought .them into this Kingdom, I 
have touch'd before, and what -turn'd them out a- 
gain, and our Trade with them, is demonſtrable 
enough in the late Proteſtants of Fravce. I will 
not {ay but they might have been kept our at firſt ; 
but being ſertPd, and embodied into a People, it may 
ſeem ill Policy to remove any Greater Number to 
gratifie a Leſſer. It is not the Nobility, or the Gen- 
try, that are the Traders ; nor is it the Gown that 
enriches more than particular perſons : but the Trade 
of the Merchant, and the Induſtry of the Middle 
ſort, that enriches a Nation, and without which 
Vena ports, let a Kingdom have neverſo good Limbs, 
it will have but empty Veins. It was Trade gave 
England its firſt Credit abroad, and the Manufacture 
at home found mater to it; the One drein'd other 
Kingdoms to water. our = and the Other brought 

| 2 | a 
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2 Ballance to it, in making the. Export come up to 
the Import, and both together ſecur'd the Dominion 
of the Sea, and made the Wealth of either Indie a 
kind of Acceſlary to it; and all this carry'd on by the 
Middle-ſort of People. Take our Sea-Ports, and the 
Sea-Man is but here and there a true Church-of-Exg- 
land man: The Merchant that employs him not much 
better at Heart: The Artiſan thro? the Kingdom has 

" more than a Spice of the Diſeaſe ; and the Body of 
the People not leaſt infefted with it. However, let 
them be quiet within themſelves, and they diſpute 
no Authority ; but when they are uneaſie, and mew?*d 
up at home, -what wonder if they change it for a 
freer Air ? What makes us complain of the want of 
Trade? That our Neighbors: have gotten into our 
ManufaQture?: That our Ships are not ſo well Mann'd 
as formerly?  And'the Rents .of Lands fallen? The 
Reaſonis obvious : ' Our ſelves have cut off our own 
Hands. The Merchant fits down with what he has, 
or turns. Builder ; The Work-man carries his Art 
with him ; The. Sea-man will have his Opinion, as 
well as his Pay ; And the Lump of the People their 
Conſciences;. or . Good-night: Landlord ! Whereas, 
ſince his Majeſties late Indulgence, Trade is viſibly 
encreaſed, Building ſtops of it ſelf, the Kingdom be- 
gins to People agen, and the numerous Addreſſes on 
this occaſion, ſpeak ſo general a SatisfaCtion, that if 
ſuch be the Dawn, what may there not be.expetted 
from its full Day? And is thereno Ben, Thus the 
Catholic alſo come in for a ſhare, tho? the word 
Diſſenter ſeems not (in proper Speech) to compre- 
hend him ; for neither the Law of England, or 
themſelves, ever knew him by that Name ? How- 
| ever, 
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eyer, that ſome tenderne{s might be due to them, 
may be- gather'd from the Engliſh Litany. The 
Church of Exgland knows, the King profeſſes the 
4 Faith of Rome ; And therefore when they beſeech 
God, That it may pleaſe thee to keep and ſtrengthen in 
the true worſhiping of thee, in righteouſneſs and holineſs 
of Life, thy Servant James our moſt gracious King and 
Governor, what do they mean by it? if after the 
way which ſome of them call Idolatry, ſo worſhips 
he the God of his Fathers, and they beſeech God to . 
keep and ſtrengthen him in the true worſhiping of 
him, they imply that Worſhip to be a true Worſhip : 
and if they do not believe it, and yetuſe the words, 
how will they avoid a Sin ? for whatever is not of 
Faith, is Sin. Ina word, The King has made a Ge- 
neral Indulgence to all his Subjets, The Catholics 
fall under no particular Exception, in it ; And there- 
fore, the Law of Reaſon, as well as the Law of the 
7 Land, gives them the benehit of it. 
In relation to whom, they are willing to come to ſuch 
4 Temper, as ſhall be thought fit, when that Mattcr ſhall 
be Conſider*d and Setled in Yarlament and Convocation, 
What the Temper hitherto has been, is but too ſen- 
ſible already, and what it is like to be for the future, 
may þe guels'd by what's paſt. The King (who by 
the Law of England is Supremis in Eccleſraſt icis) has 
Thought fit, Conlider'd, and Setled the Matter ; and 
were a Parliament now Sitting, the King is ole 22 s. z. 4. 
Judge, all the reſt but Adviſers. The Royal Prero- ,, ,, .. 
gative isa part of that Law ofthe Land, and by that 16, 
Authority, the King has Setled it ; and therejore it |, _ 
becomes no Man to be wiſer than the Law. Nor is 97 


the Advice of Ignatius to his Clergy forreign to it, 
Nolite 
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Nolite Principes irritare ut acerbentur, ne anſam detis 
iis qui illam contre vos querunt, Provoke not Princes 
(faich be) to become bitter, leſt ye hand an Occaſion 
to thole that ſeek one againſt ye. But ſuppoſing it a 
matter only cogniſable in Parliament, wt:y could not 
they have held till then, and in the mean time 0+ 
bey'd ? eſpecially, when the King had by the ſame 
Declaration, declar*d his Reſolution of calling a Par- 
liament in November next at fartheſt ; and our Law 
ſays, Extre Parliamentum nulla petitio eſt grata, licet 
neceſſaria, No Petition, how necellary ſoever, is 
grateful out of Parliament. Or how then could the 
Convocation be concern'd in it ? for ( beſides that 
the Matter is meerly Political, and ſingly reſpe&s the 
Quiet of the Kingdom) if the King, who is Supreme 
Ordinary of all England, may by the ancient Laws of 
this Realm, and without rarliament, make Ordi- 
nances and Conſtitutions for the Government of the 
Clergy, and deprive them for Non-obedience there- 
unto, as has been more than once refolv'd, He may ; 
what have the Convocation to be conſulted in it ? 
Eſpecially when they have ſo often, in Hezry the 
Third, Edward the Second, and Edward the Third's 
time, been commanded by the King's Writ, That as 
they love their Baronies, ( which they hold of the 
King) That they intermeddle with nothing that con. 
cern'd the King's Laws of the Land, his Crown and 
Dignity, his Perſon, or his State, or the State of his 
Council or Kingdom : (Scituri pro certo quoi fi feces 
rint, Rex inde ſe capiet ad Baronias ſuas) willing them 
to know for certain, That if they did, the King would 


25 8-8,cr5; ſeize their Baronies, And by the Statute of Henry 


the Eighthit is provided, That no Canons or Ccn. 
{titutions 
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ſtitutions ſhould be made, or put in Execution by 

their Authority, which were contrariant, or repug- 

nant to the King's Prerogative, the Laws, Cuſtoms, 

or Statures of the Realm, In a word, the King has 

commanded, they have diſobey*d, and by their ill 

Example perverted others, and are yet very uncon- 

deſcending (for ſo the People word it) themſelves. 

And what would Henry\the Eighth have done in 

ſuch a Caſe ; made uſe of his laſt Argument, or 

| thrown up the Game for a few croſs Cards? 

But among many other Conſiderations, from this eſpeci- 

ally, becauſe th. Declaration ts founded upon ſuch a Diſpen- 

fiog Power, as has been often declared Illegal in Parlia- 

ment : And what were thoſe Conſiderations ? If a Man 

ſhould put an ill Conltruttion upon them, it may be 

ſaid, their Lordſhips never intended it ; and if they 

' Intended not toamuſe the People, why did they not 

ſpeak plain Engliſh, and ſpecifie thoſe Conſiderati- 

} ons ? inaſmuch asall Petitions ought to contain Cer- 

tainty, and Particulari:y, ſoas a diret Anſwer may 
be given to them ; which could not be here : For 

whatever the King's Anſwer might have been, ſome- 

; what more alſo might have been hook'd in from the 

ns words ; And Alexander would have given it a ſhort 

Anſwer, (Aut Ligns inferte, aut Thus.) Either made it 

a Chimaey or an Altar. But it ſeems it mov'd in ſun- 

dry places, tho'the beſt Scripture for this pretended 

Illegality, be a Peclaration in Parliament: Their 

Lordſhips inſtance nothing b-yond their own time ; 

but I conceive it not impoſſibe to bring them thoſe 

of elder times, that have been ſo far from doubting 

the King's Dilpenling Power, that they held it un- 

queſtionable. 
The 
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.» The Stat. r H. 4. cap. 6. ſays, The King is content- 
ed to beconcluded by the Wiſe Men ot his Realm, 
touching the Eſtate of Him and his Realm ; ſaving 
always the King's Liberty, 4. e His Prerogative of 
varying fram that Law, as'he ſhould ſee caule. - 
\..Jn+ the Parliament-Roll, i H. 5. N. 22. the Sta- 
tutes againſt Proviſors are confirm'd ; and that the 
King ſhall not give any Prote&tion or Grapt againſt 
the Execution of them : Saving to the King his Pre- 
rogative. - 
-And what was meant by that, may appear by a 
prior Roll of the jame year, N.. 15. where the Com- 
mons'pray, That the Statutes for the putting Aliens 
out of the Kingdom may be held and executed : 
The King conſents, faving his Prerogative, and that 
he diſpenſe with ſuch as he ſhall pleaſe. Upon 
which thkE Commons anſwer, That their intention 
was no other, and by the help of God never ſhall 
be. | «x0 
Queen Elizabeth had diſpens\ with the ancient 
Form and Manner of Inveſting and Conſecrating of 


Biſhops, and the \Parliament /of the 8th of her 


Reign, cap. 1. declares it Lawful, as being done by 
her Inherent Prerogative. And when by the ſame 
Prerogative or Privilege, and Royal Authority, (for 
ſo it 1s worded) ſh diſpens'd with the Univerſi- 
ties, &c. ſo Popiſh a thing as Latin Prayers, and 
which their Lordſhips the Biſhops till uſe in Con- 
vocations, though it be direaly contrary to the Sta- 
tute 1 Eliz, c. 1. for uſing the Common-Prayer in 
the Vulgar Tongue only : what is meant by it, but 
that the Queen might lawfully diſpenſe with that 
Statute ? forif otherwiſe, there is no Eccleſialtical 


Perſon 
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Perſon in the Kingdom, but would have. found the 
Temporal Cenſures too: heavy for hint, when it had 
been too late to have ask'd a Parliamentary-Conſide. 
ration, whether Legal or not. _ |: | 

And in particular in the years 1662 and 1672, and 
in the beginning of Tour Majefty's Reign. As to the 
firſt of which, matter of Fatt ſtands thus: King 
Charles the Second, by his Declaration from Breda, 
had declar*d Liberty for tender Conſciences, and 
that no man ſhould be diſquieted for difference in 
Opinion in matters of- Religion, which did not di- 
ſturb the Peace of the Kingdom, And in his Decla-. 
ration of the 26th of December following ſtood firm 
to it, but that no ſuch Bill had been yet offer'd him. 
While it thus lay, an AQ of Indempaity, and one 
other of Uniformity, werepalſs'd: The firſt regene- 
rated Themſelves; and the lecond, with the old In- 
gredient, The Growth of  Popery, was a probable way 
to exclude Others. The 25th and 26th of February 
the Commons come to ſome Reſolves againſt That, 
and Diſſenters ; which, with the Reaſons of them 
(wherein yet they declare not the Declaration 1Ile- 
gal) they preſent His Majeſty onthe 28th in the Bax. 
quetting Houſe. The King complies ; and it was 
too ſoon after a Rebellion to have done otherwiſe : 
However, if they had declar'd it Illegal, it was but 
the ſingle Opinion of the Commons, wherein the 


- Lords made no concurrence : And therefore to ſay, 


This Diſpenſing Power -was in the Parliament of 
1662 declar'd lilegal, when (in common and rea- 
ſonable ConſtruQion) a Declaration in Parliament is 
intended of both Houſes of Parliament ; why may 
itnot be as well urg'd, That thoſe other Votes and 

D Relolves 


F 


Reſolves of the Commons, touching the Bill of Exclu- 
fion, werea Legal Declaration in Parliament, when 
yet the Lords ſwept their Houſe of it ? 


Then, for that other of 1672, the King in the In-- 


terval of Parliament was engag'din a War with the 
Datch; and, to ſecure Peace at home while he had 
War abroad, had put forth a Declaration for Indul- 
gence to Diſſenters: The Parliament meet, grant a. 
Supply of Twclve hundred thirty eight thouſan 
ſeven hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds ; and, 
without charging the Declaration with Illegality, 
pray His Majeſty to recall it. The Argument pre- 
vail*d, and the King did it : Which ſhews, that it 
was in the King's Option not to have done it, or 
done it. | 
And laſtly, for that other in the beginning of His 
Majeſty's Reign, That alſo (without declaring it 11. 
legal) was but ſome Heats of the Commons, There 
were at that time two open Rebellions ; the King 
(who is ſole Judge of the danger of the Kingdom, 
and how to avoid it). had granted Conmifiun to 
certain perſons not qualified according to the Sta- 
tute 25 Car. 2, The Cominons offer to bring in a 
Bill for the Indempnifying thoſe perſons : The King 
knew his own Authority, and ended the Diſpute. 
And if any man doubts the Legality of the King's 
diſpenſing with that Statute, a ſubſequent Judg- 
ment ( iy the Caſe of Sir Edward Hayles) has de- 
termin'd the Point ; And that the Power of diſpenſing 
with Penal Laws, upon Neceſlity, or urgent Occaſt- 
ons, of which the King is fole Judge, 1s an inſepa. 
rable Prerogative in the King , not given Him in 
Truſt, or deriv'd from the People, but the ancient 
Right 
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Right of the Crown, innate in the King, and unal- + 
terable by them. And that this has been the ancient 
Judgment of the Judges from time to time, I ſhall 
meet with the occaſion of ſhewing it in the next Pa. 
ragraph. 

And is a matter of ſo great Moment and Conſequence 
fo the whole Nation, both in Charch and State. fow fo 
indubitably is it, that nothing can be more: For the 
beſt of Laws being but good Intentions, if a Prince 
ſhould be ty/d up to ſuch unalterable Decrees, as in 
nocaſe whatever he might vary from them, it might 
ſo happen, that what at one time was intended for 
the Good of Church and State , may at another 
prove the DeſtruQtion of both, if not as timely pre- 
vented. The preſent Caſe is a pregnant Inftance of 
it: One would have thought, that the frequent En- 
deavors of th: four laſt Reigns, for the reducing this 
Kingdom to an exatt Conformity in Religion, might 
have anſwerd the Deſign; but (if His Majeſty in 
his Declaration had not told us Flis thoughts of = 
our own Experience might have taught us, the Et- 
feas thereof have in a manner brought the Kingdom 
tonothing : And what ſhould the King have done in 
this Caſe; fate ſtill, and expeQed a Miracle, or in- 
terpos'd his Royal Authority for the ſaving it? The 
Queſtion anſwers ir ſelf : And if the Power of Dif> 
penſing with Penal Laws, were not inſeparably and 
unalterably in Him ; how could he have done it ? 
What elder Parliaments have declar'd in it, I have 
already ſhewn ; and that the Judges ſucceſſively 
have gone with it, is, or may be, obvious to every 
man. 
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+ Such was the Reſolution of all the Juſtices in the 
| . Exchequer-Chamber, 2 R. 3. 12. And that the _ 
might grant Licenſe, againſt a Penal Statute, An 
what is that, but a diſpenſing with it? In like man. 
ner, by all the Juſtices in the ſame place, 2 H. 7. 6. 
That the King may grant a Nom obſtante to a Penal 
Statute, tho? the Statute ſay, ſuch Nor 0btante ſhall 
| be meerly void ; and ſuch was the Caſe there. 
The 13 H. 7. $. to the ſame purpoſe. —Allow'd for 
good Law. Plowd. Com. 502. — Confirm'd by Sir | 
EadwardCoke, 7 Coke 36.——and 12 Coke 18, 19. And [ 
| laſtly, by ©” omg yrs in His now Majeſty's Reign, 
of which before. And if ſoneceſlary a part of the 
Government, ſo ſolemnly determin'd by Parliaments 
and Judges, is fit to be lighted , or not obey'd, 
which amounts to the ſame, I leave it to every 
man. ; 
That Tour Petitioners cannot tn Prudence, Honor, 
and Conſcience, ſo far make themſelves Parties to it, as 
the diſtribution of it all over the Nation, and reading it 
even in God's Houſe, andin the time of His Divine Ser 
wice, muſt amount to in common and reaſonable Conſtru- 
iow. And on. the other hand I conceive, that both 
in Prudence, Howor, and Conſcience, they were highly 
oblig'd to it : For what is Prudence, but the ative Fa- 
culry of the Mind, direQting Aftions morally good to » 
their immediate Ends? That this Declaration is mo- 


rally good appears by the purport of it ; and wy Is, 


Huw Majeſty's deſire of Eſtabliſhing His Government on 
ſnch a Foundation, as may make His Subjetts/ happy , 
and unite them to Him by Inclination as well as Duty, 
And what greater Prudence could- there have been, 


than by their Lordſhips diſtributing that Declaration 
as 
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asenjoyn'd to them, and by their Paſtoral Authority 
requiring it to be read in all Churches, &«c. to have 
direQted it to its immediate Ends, which were the 
Eſtabliſhing the Government, and making the Sub- 
jeQs happy ? Or, it Wiſdom muſt come in for a ſhare; 
the Offices of That are Ele&ion and Ordination ; the 
choice of right means for, and ordering them aright 
to their End. Theright means of quieting the Na: 
tion was before them ; and I think it no queſtion, 
whether their Lord([hips not diſtributing it, has or- 
der'd it aright tothe end. The King had enjoyn'd it 
to be publiſh*d, and Wiſdom in this Caſe like Scrip- 
ture) is not of private Interpretation, but lies in Him 
that has the Power of commanding, not in him whom 
Conſcience binds to obey. In a.word, if Obedience 
in SubjeCts 1s the Prince's Strength, and their own 
Security, what Prudence or Wiſdom could it be, by 
weakning the Power of Commanding, to leſſen their 
own Security ? 

Then for Honor and Conſcience, tho? in this place, 
they ſeem to mean the ſame thing, and may be both 
reſolv'd into Ni conſcire fibi, —yert Pll-take them 
ſeverally. And how ſtands it with the Honor of 
the Church of England, both in Principles, and conſtant 
Prattiſes, unqueſtionably Loyal, and to her great Honor, 
more than once ſo acknowledg'd by His Majeſty, to ſtart 
alide in this Day of her trial ? Both the laſt Armagh's, 
Uſper, and Bramhal, Biſhop Sanderſon, Biſhop Mor- 
ley, &c. have all along by their DoQrin, and PraCti- 
ces, beat down that other, of Reſiſting Princes, in 
that the Church of England held no ſuch Cuſtom : nor 
have the moſt eminent of her Clergy, Dr. Sherlock, 
Dr, Scott, and others, until this laſt uncomplying, 

Compl- 
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Compliance, taken any other Meaſures. And ought 
not their PraQtiſe now, to have made good their Prin- 
ciplcs ? Or that Advice of the preſent Biſhop of Ely to 
the Church of Englexd, to have been conſider'd, and 
follow'd ? Let b be thankful { ſaith he) to God, 
for the Bl-ſſings ſhe hath, and untothe King, under whom 
they will becontinu'd to her ; And take bee of overturne 
ing, or und:rmining the Fabrick, becanſe ſhe cannot have 
the Room that ſhe would chooſe in it, And what greater 
Aſſay to it can there be, than Diſobedience ? ina[- 
much as he that thinks his Prince ought not to be 0. 
bey?d, will from one thing to another, come at laſt 
to think him not fit to be King. Nor muſt the Anni- 
verſary of the now Biſhop of Cheſter, be paſt in fi- 
lence. Tho' the King (laith he) ſhould not plcaſe, or 
humor us ; tho) he rend off the Mantle from our Bodies, 
(4s Saul did from Samuel) nay tho? h- ſhould Sentence 
1: to death (of which, bleſſed be God and the King, there 
is no danger) yet if we are living Members of the Church 
of England, we muſt neither open our Mouths, or lift 
our Hands againſt him, but honor him b-fore the Elders, 
and People of Iſrael. And having inſtanc'd in the Ex- 
amples of The Prophers, our Saviour, his Diſciples, and 
Chriftian Biſhops under Heathen Perſecutors, and de. 
manded, whether ever the Sanhedrim queſtion'd their 
Kings ? Nor muſt we (ſaith he) ask our Prince, why he 
Governs us otherwiſe,” than we pleaſe to be Govern'd our 
ſetves : We muſt neither call him to account for his Re- 
ligion, nor qu:ſtion hu Policy, in Civil Matters ; for 
he is made our King by God's Law, of which the Law of 
the Land i only Declarative. In a word, this and the 
like has been the DoQtrin of the Church of England, 
and when on that ground, his Majeſty has more than 
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once acknowledg'd her _— who in Honor more 
oblig'd ro make it good, than thoſe that ſerve at her 
Altar ? unl.ſs (perhaps) they coin a Diſtinftion to 
Salve ir, And that the Church may be of one Opint- 
on, and the Church-men of another, 

And then in Conſcience, their Obligation was high 
er; for beſides what I faid before, that the People 
are apter to follow Example than Precept, every 
Man (and even their Lordſhips with the reſt) is Party, 
and privy, to an Act of Parliament, and bound in 
Conlcience, to the obſervance of it : Nor is there ei- 
ther Biſhop, or Clergy-man in the Church of Ex- 
gland, who has not ſubſcrib'd to the lawfulneſs of 
this Declaration's being read in the Church, during 
the time of Divine Service. As thus : Every Clergy- 
man at the time of his Inſtitution, ſubſcribes (in a 
a Book kept for that purpoſe) That the King's Ma» xcdefattic 1 
jeſty under God, is the only Supreme Governor of Canons 16: -, 
this Realm : And that the Book of Common- Prayer *** 3% 
containeth nothing in it, contrary to the Word of 
God. Now, the Book of Common-Prayer, as it is 
now uſed in and thro? the Church of Exgland, is En- 
ated by Authority of Parliament, to be read in ſuch 
Order and Form, as is mentioned in the ſaid Book : 
And the Rubrick, z. e. the Order and Form, how thoſe 
Prayers ſhall be read, is roall intents and purpoſes, as 
much EnaQed as the Book its felt; And in that Ru. 
brick, next after the Nicexe Creed (in the Communion 
Service) follow theſe words : T hen ſhall the Carate de- 
clare ' nto the People nhat Holy. days, or Faſting-days are 
in the Week following to be obſerved, &c. And nothing 
ſball be proclaimed or publiſhed in the Church, during the 
time of Divine Service , but by the Minifter ; Nor by him 

any 
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any thing, but what is preſcribed by the Rules of this Book, 
D2 enjoyned' by the King, or 6y the Ordinary of the 
Place. Now when all Clergy-men have ſubſcribed, 
That the Book of Common-Prayer, containeth no- 
thing in it,contrary to the Word of God ; and that the 
King has enjoyned, That his Declaration be read 1n all 
Churches, during the time of Divine Service ; theſe 
Subſcriptions of theirs (beſides the - Authority of 
King and Parliament) conclude themſelves , from 
offering any thing againſt the Lawfulneſs of reading 
it, as it had been enjoyn'd to them, and the Rubrick, 
requir'd of them. And being ſo, what Excule can 
there be, why they did not read it ? | | 

Or ſuppoſe that Clauſe, D2 enjoyned by the 
King, had not been in the Rubrick, (as it was firſt 
inſerted in this A& of Uniformity, and every Man 
that was of the Convecation of 1661, knows by 
* whom: ) werenone of the King's Declarations ever 
read in Churches (and that, during the time of Di- 
vine Service) before that time ? I think there were, 
and (negyy many others) that of the Declaration 
for Sports, for one. Or that the wo—_ of the Place 
had enjoyn'd the contrary, ought not the King, the 
Supreme Ordinary, and as their Subſcriptions far- 
ther acknowledge, The Supreme Governor of this 
Realm under God, to have been firſt obey*d ? I think 
be ought ; for the Authority of the Greater, Super- 
ſedes the Leſſer ; nor is there any Power in his Domi- 
nions, but what is deriv'd from him. And what- 
ever Station the King has given them in the Church, 
it is not to be preſum?*d, he thereby lock*d out him- 
ſelf. Nor muſt a Remark of the ſaid Biſhop of 


Cheſter, in his Sermon before mention'd, be a 
| ere: 
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| (29) 
here : The Jews (faith he) ſay, That the Keys of the pag. rs. 
Temple were not hung at the High Prieſt*s Girdle, but ; 
laid every night under Solomon's Pillow, as belonging 
to his Charge. The Moral of it holds true ; for when 
a Prince ſhall have little Authority in the Church, it 
is not to be expeCted he ſhould have much better in 
* the State. 
And Laſtly, for their Lordſhips /o far making thenr- 
ſelves Parties to it, as the Diſtribution and Reading of 
it, &c. muſt amount to, in common and reaſonable Con- 
firution, A Clergy-man's meerly Reading the Com- 
mon Prayer in his Church, is no giving his Aﬀent to 
it, unleſs after his ſo Reading it, he ſhall publickly, 
and openly, before the Congregation there aſſembled, 
declare his unfeigned Aſſent, and Conſent, to all and 
every thing contained, and preſcribed in and by the ,, 
ſaid Book, Entituled, The Book of Common-Prayer, &C. pi4 ac of 
which necellarily implies, that neither the Diſtrj- uniformity 
buting, nor Reading it, &c, can in common and rea- —— 
ſonable Conſtruftion amount, to the making the Prayer-yook. 
Publiſher, or Reader of it, a Party to it. Par. 3, 4+ 
The Apoſtle ſays, Submit your ſelves to every Or- 
dinance of Man for the Lord's ſake. And upon this, 
the Biſhop of Hereford grounds his Judgment, for 
the Reading this Declaration. The King (faith he) nis late Di- 
expreſly commanding it tobe read in all Churches, without _ on this 
requiring him that reads it, to declare either his Conſent, © 
Aſſent, Allowing, or Liking it , I would gladly know how 
this is contrary to the Word of God ? Shew it me. Or, 
if, as it is ſaid, this Diſpen bng Power be contrary to the 
Laws of the Land, as is declared in the Parliament 1662, 
and 1672, is it contrary to the Law of God? Shew it 
me. (pag. 5, 6.) Or that to _ any thing in the m—_ 
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of God, is declaring my Con/ent to it ? (pag. 8. ) No cer- 
tain ; (pag, 9.) for inthe reading this Declaration there 
i no Dodtrin twught, only matter of Fatt declared, and 
perchance, to try my Obedience. (pag. 10.) And done 
out of pure Obedience to my King, upon God's Command, 
and to ſo good an End, as the preſerving Truth and Peace 


among us. Which if we loſe on this Occaſion, they will” 


have each to anſwer for who are the Authors of it. 
(pag. 13.) Beſides whom, there are ſeveral other 
Biſhops of the Church of England, who have 0- 
bey'd his Majeſty's Commands 1a it, albeit they may 
not have ſo publickly declar'd it. And having faid 
ſo much to the Matter of the Paper, I think I may 
well paſs the Prayer of it, That his Majeſty will be Gra- 
ciouſly pleas'd not to inſiſt upon the Diſtribution, and 
Reading that Declaration. 

And therefore upon the whole, If this Declaration 
had not been thought fit to have been diſtributed, as 
enjoyn'd, leſs ought the ſaid Paper to have been di- 
{cerled privately, and by ſuch previous diſpoſition, 
ſtoll'n the Form of the Deſign into the Matter it was 
to work on : And conſidering the Evils we had paſs'd, 
and that the Kingdom wanted a Lenitive, not a Cor- 
roſive, leaſt of all ought The People on the wall to have 


| been har'd with new Jealouſies : The People (1 ſay) 


who need more a Ballance than a Fly, ſomewhat to 
moderate, not multiply their Motion. 

In ſhort, Trult is the Sinew of Society, which is 
the right ObjeC of true Policy ; and Diſtruſt a dif: 
banding of it. The King, as he has more than once 
acknowleadg*d the Church of England®s Loyalty, has as 
often declar'd, that He will Proteft, and Maintain, His 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and Clergy, and all other His Sub- 
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jets of the Church of England, in the free Exerciſe 
of their Religion, as by Law Eſtabliſhed : And in the 
quiet, and full Enjoyment of all their Poſſeſſions, with= 
out any Moieſtation or Diſturbance whatſoever, The 
King has ſaid it, and ſhall he not perform it ? He 
has pledg'd his Royal Word, and ſhall we doubt the 
Truth of it ? It is not with God, that he ſhould lye ; 
nor with his Vicegerent, that he ſhould be chang'd. 
And therefore, let us (as his Majeſty by this his 
Declaration Conjures us ) lay aſide all private Ani- 
molities, and rumen wow Let us Fear God, 
and Honor the Kzng, and not diſcover the falſneſs of 
our own Hearts, by diſtruſting our Prince's. 

In a word, Let every Man 1n his Station, contri- 
bute (his Mite) to the Peace, and Greatneſs of his 
Country : Let him ſhew his Love to God, in his O- 
bedience to his Prince : And let no Man, by ſetting 
up Conſcience againſt Duty, run the hazard of daſh- 
ing the Firſt Table againſt the Second, 


